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MINUTES, 

Py 1 5 Kc. &c, Sc. 18 

3 — 

A. F-whomſhall our Cond be ſed? 
Frog O'% 1 . cr Kerber : and Delegates from 


he re 
„58 What "RE vt and Delegates compoſe the pre- 


# ſent Conference ? 


A. Newcaſtle, S. Eversfield, E. Coats.—Leeds, W. Thom, 


W. Brown, I. a . Hirſt. —Manchefter, J. Mort, 
8. ee 8. "S.” eginbonom, 7 T. Heamer, G. 
Beaumont, P Heginbottom.— Ballon, W. 

Haſlam, W. Ka * A d T. Greenwood. —Liverpool, 

A. 8 Malliſon, 75 Parry.— Hanley, R. Bridge, 

bi, Smith, G. Ridgway.——: of tingham, 

Gmndell, I. Revil, R. Hall, S. Barlow. — Sheffield, 
on Fox, . Manners. — Epworth, G. Barton, 

5 Cheſler — Hull, W. Wawne. 

4 3 Shall the Conference be open to the members of 

| the ſociety at large, or to Leaders, Stewards, and Local 

Preachers? 

A. As both Preachers and Delegates are e by 

the circuits to tranſact the buſineſs of the connex ion, thoſe 
perſons ſo ſelected, and bee on, mult ,conltitute. the 
önference .—nevertheleſs, when affairs are about to be 
| diſcuſſed which are calculated for general inſtruQion, notice 
| ſhall be given, and any member of the ſociety be preſent. 


4. K What rule ought to be eſtabliſhed for examining 


the Preachers characters? 
A. Their characters, reſpecting dodrines, abilities, and 


moral conduct, ſhall be given in writing from the duar- 


4 terly, or ſome- other 3 e to the . 
In caſes of immoralit N method muſt be 
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purſued. The perſon” token to alone—then before two 
or three witneſſes z, and if the matter be of ſuch a peculiar 
nature that it cannot be ſettled this way, let it be referred 
to the deciſion of the Conference, 
9: What is the teſtimony of the- circuits reſpecting 

the een of the Preachers amongſt us ? 0 
J. Their characters were received from the circuits by 
the Delegates; and were found worthy to eontinue labour- 
ing in our connexion, 
6, ©. What ſhall be done in the cafe of W. Haſlam, 
on :ccount of the defect in his light ? 
A. We thankfully acknowledge his kindneſs in helping 
us the laſt year, without bringing any ex pence upon us 
on accaunt of his family; and as he generopfly offers to 
free the connexion from” any obligations to provide for his 
wife and children, for the fmall ſum of twenty pounds, 
in caſe he ſhould be incapable of continuing to travel, we 
thiak it our duty chearfully to accept * his propoſal, and 
to A him a circuit. 
7; er of the Preachers are now in Full connexion 2 

Thom,” A. Kilham, J. Grundell, A 3 
4 S. Eversfield. | 
9. O. Who are now. on trial? 
4. U Mort, . Mallifon, R. . od 
W. Brown, W. Haflam, G 
J. Hewitt, and W. Tate. 

9. 9. What numder of Preachers are neceſſary to 
ſupply the circuits? 

4. Newcaſtle, two; Leeds, three ; Mancheſter and 
Bolton, three ; Eiverpod, two ; 'Chefter, two; Hanley, 
two; Nottingham, three; Sheffield, two; Hull, two; : 
Cork, one; and | Edinburgh, one. 

10. H. Will it be prudent to ſend the nüchber- imme 
_ 75 every circuit according to the requeſt of the - 
en 
A. Cork and Edinburgh muſt Jie over till the next 
Conference,” unleſs the Committee think that the —_— 
of Yivine Providence require 4 Preacher ſocnex. 
circumſtances muſt determine on the propriety of e 
two Preachers, to Hull and Lincolnſhire. 

2 1 Who come out to our help this Conferctce? 
E. Oakes, G. N and C. Donald. xv 
A 2 a 12. . Were 


f Resi, G. aeg, 


whon, W W. Stion, 
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12. ©. Were any others propoſed ? 
i Foo o more have theit names on the liſt. of relerye. 
Others were well recommended.: but the preſent ſtate of 
Connexion requires much prudence and caution. 
5 . HR How are the Preachers ſtationed this year ? 
af/tle, W. Stion, G. Beaumont. 
Leeds, T 1 J. Revil: A third to be ſent by the 
Committee. 
| Tame, W. Ho, 2. Malliſon, W. Tate. 
Live W. Haſlam, C Donald. | 
Cheſter, , K. Bridge, G. G. Barton. 
_ Hanley, J. Gr Dal 27 6 
| e 4 fam G. Matthewſon : Another t 
F 4 agg 
Tull, E Oakes, J. oy I two Preachers foul! 
condigue at Hull, &c. the young man muſt change once 4 
Quarter with the. fingle Preacher in Nottingham. 
71 4. 8 . Eversficld, A. Cummin. 
7 Are Superintendents neceſſary in the circuits? 
e. e they ate. 
. 185 Wall they be de to their office ? 
Let Superintendents be nomiriated by the Conference; 
* if a majority of the quarterly meeting are not ſatished 
with 4he-nomingtion, they ſhalf have power to ſet him 
Aide, and appoint any other Preacher in the circuit to 
that office. | 
0. VB, Who ſhall allow the Pizachess theix ex pences of 
4. 1 he. h he 
Gch hic are going. 
bei 5.8 2 40 prepare for a remoui 
ore . 57 2 — pry e 
be — —— a great deal of time may 
„And unnecaflary expences cantra | 
Shall our — be publiſhed as uſnal, or thall 
; te; — * Aar dates Wall b 
texthe next quarter meeting tes 
altered, to Odd ober, 2 — April. and July, and the 


Pare y. 7. 

1 . Whoa the colleRious be made the next ol 
| y collection is to be propoſed at the 
| qi ip e and received before the January m_ 

ublic collection for defraying expenes 


e 44.5 month of April. 


5 I 
20. O, Shall any Local Preachers in future, delegated = 
to the Conference, be propoſed to travel, and be accepted 
without farther recommendation ents 

A. By no means. If Local Preachers, properly recom- 
mended, are delegated to attend the Conference, they muſÞ; 
either give up the idea of going out 10 travel for one year, 
or reſign: their delegati on.. 4 let ang 

21. ©. Shall the Conference be deterred from following. 
the convictions of their own: minds, by any verbal or 
written threatenings from individuals, as it reſpects the 
affairs of our connex ion? 5 70 20k 

J. Should this be admitted our liberty is at an end. 
RY that wears the aſpect of compulſion ought to be 
Seel 35 

oY 9. Who ſhall conſtitute the Committee mentioned 
above? een 3.1 | ITS 

J. W. Thom, T. Heamer, J. Grundell, W. Smith, 
A. Kilham, R. Hall, and R. Oaſtier, are appointed for this 
year, to receive accounts where Preachers are wanted - to 
examine the characters, abilities, &c. of any that effer to, 
help us - to ſend Preachers from the reſerve liſt or ther 
circuits where they are wanted; and to act for the con- 
nexion in every thing of importance, till the Confetence 
return. — K. Hall, Steward ; . Smith, Steuard and 
Treaſurer; and T. Heamer, Princeſs - Artet, Salford, 
Mancheftet, the. correſpunding. Mert. 

3 &. Shall this Committee attend the next Conference? 

4. They muſt attend to give in their accounts, and 
aſliſt in che affairs of ihe enſuing Conference. - -- 

24. 2, What can be done to bring the Boak-raom into 
ſuch a tate as to be particularly uſetul;te the 'connexion ? 
4. Let fifteen (or more) men of property, whoſe hearts are 
m tie cauſe, engage as Truſtees for the Book - room: and 
enter into ſuch engagements with each other that no indivi- 
due thall have power either to injure the truſt or the con- 
Rexion - and a Committee be appuintedi by the Truſiees to 
ſuperintend the Book · room, receive remiitances, aud pro- 
vide x hat is nece ſſary to carry on the buſineſs with advan- 
lage 10 the people. | 

N „ Io What ſhall the profits of the Book - room be 
applunk ? ITC) 34. 2 50 21 1277 e 
N A 3 1 4 A, Ts 


3 4 


e 
5 2. ny books tinted this or ac- 
5 e the — be ONE 
4. A New Hymn Beck, the price not to exceed eighteen 
nee, ſhall be printed, as a Supplement to the Large 
| ymn Book; and an Account of the Book-room ſhall be 
| _ publiſhed on the cover of the next March Magazine. 
2. , What ſhall the allowance of Preachers be reſpect- 
| ing quarterage for themſelves, their wives, and children ? 
E L's remain at preſent as they were. That is, 
reacher, - - = = - (12 © 


, YVBe, 
Boys under eight, „ e 
Above 8 to 14, for board and education, 12 

, 7 N under twelve, - - - -_ . * 4 

From twelve to ſixteen, - - - < - 12:.0 o 

To be the fame in every circuit, until the people think 
proper to make any alteration. _ | 

28. ©. Can any thing be fixed in regard to the board of 
Preachers—coals and candles—fervant wages ſiekneſs, &c. 
J. Every circuit maſt determine theſe matters in its own 
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| Leaders, and Quarterly Meetings. | 
4 | 29. 2. What are the numbers in ſociety? - 


4. Newcaſtle circuit, - — 315 
Leeds, Do. — = | Iago 
Mancheſter, Do. a a» 903 
Liverpool, Do. — 251 
Hanley, Do. .- — 1 301 
Nottin , Do. - - 710 
Hull, Do. — — . : 
Fpworth, Do. - - 147 
* Do. * _- 1 982 1 
Total,, — 5037 g 


4 8 What is contributed by the circuits towarl 
aying exua EXPEnces: . 
ON ” 4. Newcaſtle 


3. E. 
J. 


19 


| | % „e. 
FA Newcaltle, a = — po 52 14 ' 5 0 g+ 7 3 
Leeds, — oy — — — 283 2 4 Ns 
Mancheſter, «. ® — - = 1 9 080 f 
Liverpool, — * 23 13 ©: 9: 
Hang „Jeanie. 

Nottinghaa mmm —D 109 3 6 
Sheffield, — — — 9816 2 12: T * Ry 
4. 102 '6 10 5 
9. Win om deficient in the circuits this 2 3 26 
3 4, u 
Newcaſtle, for quarterage, 85 


Leeds, — 2 — of Mr. Thom's ſon, 9 S © 
— Preacher tor ſupplying the circuit, 4 3 6/ 
ing Local Preachers to ſupply A | 29] 
4 &c. 


Liverpool, Mrs. Cummin's lying-in, and 


0 
To paying the debt of the circuit, 4 14 6 
eight- weeks ſickneſs, be fore er left the . 5 oh 0 


ee 7 


Mr. Cummin's affliction * ſix z 1 oat: 


together with Mrs. Cummin's great 
weakneſs, obliging them to put the child | * 
out to a nurſe, 
Epworth, Mrs. Bariou's quarterage, - 0 
Mr. Tate's attempt to go to Ireland, but 


was driven back by contrary winds, way? 14 3 inn 


Liver 2 
Allow to-the Cheſter friends for defraying | h 
expences occaſioned by rr oa on new f to Ape 
places, houſe- rent, &c. | A 
Expences occaſioned by calling out perf * 7 is T, WP 


44 6 


* 


Board and ne for near a month. of 


to travel, 
Allowed a Preacher for ſupplying the Lecds 
Flxcuit, &c. and lols of time, 79 * 5.0. 
Total, i £1 Gt 6 We | 
In ha hand, COT 2 1 


Coe gel K. 102 610 


n 
— 
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32. 2. Can any thing be fixed upon as a foundation, in 
regard toxthetaut-lines of a conſtiiution 4 

A. The following particulars were read and fully (i/. 
cuſſed by the P ers and Delegates, and eſtabliſhed as 
og. dur future conduct. — 111 

I. Let private members be received to, or excluded fm 
the ſociety, by the concurrence of a majority of the min. 
bers in the place where they live, either in their own perion, 
or by their leaders, who ſhall act as their repreſentatives, 

II. The nomigation of leaders ſhall be in the leaders 
meeting, and then referred to the people for their ſanction. 
The clailes:have a right to name any perſon they think proper 
to the leaders; who are not to appoint any man to lead them 
but the perfon whem they chooſe, to watch over them in 
the Lord C n & ton SY} WIS"; 15.2 4 of 

Ni B. In new or ſmall focieties, where there is no lea- 
ders meeting, the nomination of a leader ſhall reſt; betwcen 
the Preachers and the members; and a majority of the claſs. -- 
Dall approve of him betore he is appointed to his office. 
III. If the leaders, or any other perſon nominate ſte- 

wards for a ſociety, let a majority of its merobers approve 
of the nomination before they are appointed to their office:: 
and let one of then be changed annually; unleſs in parti- 
cular caſes, agreed upon byithe leaders meeting, and ſanc- 
tioned by a majority of the people. An 

IV. Let no circuit ſtewards be appointed to, or removed 
from their office, without the major part of the quarterly 
meeting. And let one of them alſo be changed annually ; 
unleſs in particular caſes agreed upon by the brethren ho 
attend thoſe meetings . | 
It any perſon who has exerciſed in prayer 'meetings, 
ſuppoſe he is called to preach, let his caſe beiconfidered' in 
a leaders meeting, and if they can recommend him as 4 
fuitable pexſon, let him be allowed to preach for a feaſon on 
trial; and let him be propoſed to the ſociety where he lives, 
as wolf as to the leaders, quarterly, and local -preachers 
meetings, .that a majority of them may ſanction his being 
admfſtred among the local Preachers, betore he haye a plan. 

N. B In new or ſmall focieties, where there are no lea- 
derꝭ or local Preachers' meetings, the Preachers and ſociety 
muſt determine upon the propriety of encouraging any that 
attempt 10 preach ; and the quarterly meeting mult approte 

. 8600 of 


— ” - 


1.9 5 
of ſuch,perſons, before they can have regular plans among 
the local Preachers. 7 
VI. Let no perſon go out to travel, under any pretence 
whatever, until he is. both mentioned and approved of by a 
majority of lèaders, local Preachers, and quarterly meet- 
ings, as well as a majority of the ſociety where he lives. 

VII Let no perſon be admitted into full connexton un- 
til he have travelled four years, and has a recommendation 
in writing from the major part of the leaders and quarterly 
meetings of the circuits where he has travelled: ; 

V ll. Let all the collections be received by the leaders 
and ſtewards; and let them be applied to the different eha- 
rities that concern the town, circuit, and connexion, ac- 
cording to the direction of leaders, quarterly, and Conference 
meetings. | | * 

IX. . a travelling Preacher from each circuit be 
appointed by the focieties to attend the Conference as one 
Delegate; and another be choſen from among the 
people. The Delegates choſen out of the ſocieties ſhall 
carry in all the 2 collections, and aſſiſt in diſburſin 
them : No new Jaws nor rules ſhall be made without thei 
concurrence; and all the laws and rules which already 
exiſt, ſhall only be binding by being reviſed with their 
ſpecial fanction. The powers of the delegates Mali cents 
when the Conference is ended. "14 2952120175 

X. Let every private member of ſociety, cenſuretl or 
expelled, who thinks bimſelf aggrieved, and cannot have 
redrets in the place where he reſides, have 2 power ot ap- 
pealing from a leaders' meeting, and have his cate fairly ex- 
amined in a quarterly meeting; and the deciſiom of the 
brethren there ſhalt be final ; unlefs the caſe be ſo partiou- 
larly important, that an appeal to the Conference be deemed 
neceffary.by a majority of that meeting. 

XI. Theſe rules, together with all that now exiſt in the 
New Connexion, fball be fubj ect to a reviſal from the date 
hercef, for three Conferences ſucceſlively ; but afterwasds 
the — [hall be reviſed at certain periods, agreed upon by * 
the Preachers and people; and before every reviſal, enquiry 
mall be made in leaders', 3 — and local Preachers 
meetings, of the expediency of an alteration in any part of 
eur form of government. 1% eis 

33- O. Shall the oui - ines be examined any further at this 
Conference ? IR Hb 1H LTY 


* 


| C to 
4. We refer the remainder of them for future examinz. 
tion; and recommend them to our friends as pruden tial 
rules, worthy the obſervation of the different ſocleties. 
dest When and where ſhall our next Conference be 

A. At Nottingham, on the'14ih of May, 1799. 


6 Signed in behalf of the Conference, * VEL: 

_ as ay 3 Nn 
? 7” 83 . 1 | ** \ = Trelary, 
Sheffield, / June, 1798. * 

D ———— —UU— . 

A A General. Declaration, Sc. 
B Order of the Conference, ts Perſons of every Denominatien. 


W HEN we take a general view of the progreſs of | 
1 religious liberty in the connexion with which we 
re enited, we feel the greateſt conſolation arifing from the. 
ſincerity of thoſe principles upon which we have ated. It 
was not an affectation of fingularity, that determined 
us to proceed in ſupporting the rights and fiberties of 1132 
e. No It was a conviction eriling from ſcripture 
evidence, and the uſages of the primitive Church, that all 
the members of Chriſt's body are one; and that the various 
officers of it; ſhould act by the general approbation and 
| ointment! of the peopleeQ. 
_- This purity of principle has ſupported and encouraged us 
to go on through all the: difficulties we have had to encoun- 
ter, and the reproach with which we have been loaded. 
And we earneſtly: exhort all our brethren, to perſevere in 
thus ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake. Let us commit our 
caſe to the underſtandings of all who will or can think fac 
themſelves, and who dare act up to the dictates of conſcience; 
and 40 God the; Judge of all. "The Goſpel of Chriſt com- 
mands us when reviled not io revile again, but to endure, 
all things, yea; even the i treatment and hard ſpeethes of 
thoſe who are called Chriſtians. We would alſo intreat, 
that our friends would never urgently. preſs upon members 
of any other body to join with us; but to labour earncſtly 
for the converſion of ſinners, and keep a ſteady and ſingle 
eye to true piety and God's glory. ee, 


E 


The ſucceſs of our proceedings in eſtabliſhing a ſcriptural 
and rational plan of government in our ſocieties ; the revi- 
val of vital religion in many: parts of the New Connexion, 
by the band meetings and claſſes, by prayer mectings, preach- 
ing the Goſpel, &c. gives us realon to believe, that the 
| ord of the harveſt, the Head of the Church, approves of our 
plan, by bleſſipg our endeavours. In many places the fo- 
cietics are much alive to God—backſliders are reſtored, an 
bnnets are brought to the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt. | 
From this bleiſed ſtate of things among the people, and the 
;udicious choice of Delegates, arole the love and unity of eur 
Conference. In the examination of the Preachers characters 
—the ſtationing of the Preachers—the diſburſments of the 
collections—and the public debates which took place on dif- 
ferent parts of the Conſtitution, propoſed to the ſocieties, per- 
ſonal refleQtions were avoided, and undue warmth of expreſ- 
ion guarded againſt :--all ſeemed ſolicitious to eſtabliſh a plan 
that would give general ſatisfaction to the ſocieties, and fix 
and perpetuate the LIBERTY of the Goſpel among us. And 
the moſt grateful ſenſations which aroſe in our minds on 
ie occaſion, will, we truſt, lead us to praife and adore the 
Father of Lights, who has pointed out our way, and 
irengthened us to walk in t. 11 + fin 
e look upon our cauſe to be a part of the general, 
auſe of religion, and believe that we are acting in the order 
pf Providence. Enlarged and benevolent principles are dif- 
uſing their bleſſed influence thro? the world. An Afſociation . 
dt Chriſtians of different denominations has been formed 
t Bedford, to promote the knowledge of the Goſpel; in. 
luding a plan * univerſal union in the genuine Church of 
kriſt. The Bedford Aſſociation is truly evangelical ; it 
equires no man to give up his ſentiments, form of worſhip, 
church fellowſhip ; nor even accommodation of language. 
that is neceſſary to become a member of it, is to be a. 
neere Chriſtian. The object of the union is to reſtote the 
durch of Chriſt, in ſome meaſure, to its primitive harmony * | | 
nd unity ; to ſpread more effectually the Knowledge” of the © | 
polpel among mankind, Where the people have hitherto” 


maine deſtitute or negligent of its a e 1d o 
ItruQt the dark and deprayed parts of the Britin Calonits, ** 
the Heathen world. In a word, to encourage add fil 

n every ſpiritual” and evangelical undertaking, for * 
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-* fleiemy beevident occafion, and whicti does Wer et 
ith" che internal comterns of the chirches. In ſuch % 
union of Chriſtiafts there is ſtrength! And we will Cheat 
| . pledge ourſelyes to oome forward with our fu 
n 4 generous and evangelcaf undertaking hut let nom 
p ge chat becauſe we” thus firmly" 135 our readieſt* 
1 XG the above landable*vi „ e are about" 
erve from the genoine dctr Rechen No61: 
known to all the world, that we ay not ſeparated us 
account” of da rintes==therefore every fi dhe of-that; 
. Kind is entirely © groundlefs! The ord Afſociazions 
| © relies no thay tht" and be eh Kc. and er nn 
Toni — 1 '4Þ1 's Y con 
wf 3 Ne ranity .*/ oY | 
. E univerſal peace, is Heſter 
| = wen = NEE ih A has 
ten Toto à pldugh- are; an 
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